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In the quiet corner of recollection's garden where memories , 

bloom like fragrant roses there lies a tale of a saint named , 

Shantidada a soul whose name with a radi nt low whispe ed , , , a g r

p ce in e e s able lik ro es in a roea v ry yll e s w., 

When fou frames unite it crafts a space here memories r , w

ignite. Blossoms of remembrance take fli ht ith each of those g w, 

pet l honoring Shantidada s light. Within this floral a d n he a s ' g r e , 

becomes the nurturing soil from which the rose of my e istence x

grows From the moment I was born he held the reins of m life.  , , y 

m lent compa s uidin me throu h life' tou he t fightsy si s g g g s g s .

There lie unique pictures in the confines of m mind where y , 

each stroke a lesson learned each shade a transformation., , , 

One framed pictur stands out i id a scene here wisdom e v v ly w-

blo omed in the innocence of childhood At the age of threess .  , 

w v y s ess w ahere e er moment i a l on aiting to be le rned I , 

encountered a truth unaware of h t it meant et it sta ed , , w a y y

w w vith me here er I went.

It was a simple mishap spill of cold water nd frustration , , a a

surged ithi me like a tempest. t at that momentw n Ye , , 

Shantid da with his gentle isd m reframed the situationa w o . , , 

Instead of uccumbing  to tea s h offered a different s r e ,  

perspecti e a refreshing e per ence  n a hot da h alled it.v " x i o y e c, ," 

T y, ea e s t v y. e e s hat da I l rn d the power of po i i it I l arn d that thi

positi it open a world f pos i ilit es for m self I l rn d that v y s o s b i y ea e

ther al li s an opportunit to find jo and rene l e ee ways e y y wa v n 

w g y e r e at hen thin s don t go my wa . I l a n d th resilience resides in '

th he rt of hardships and th t e ery challen i but a s epping e a a v ge s t

s e t w gton o ard rowth and strength.

Shantidada ma ha e left the ph sica r lm but hi le ay v y l ea s g cy , 

li e on in he a I na i te the hallenges of liv s t w y v ga c fe.

The memori s of him e oke a mi ture of motions. The ache e v x e

of ss w glo is undeniable but so is the armth of ratitude for the , 

impact h h d on m lifee a y .

A tears turn int pe rl of rememb n e h one pa ing s o a s ra ce ac y, 

tribute to hantidada s teach ng , his p en e e ho in mS ' i s res c c es y  

heart lik a hop ful s mphon I' ome to understand h t e e y y.  ve c t a

embracing positive energ llows me to percei life's brighter y a ve 

fa et and tackle challenges with a determined mindset.c s 

I choose not o mourn his absence but to honor his ordst w , 

kno ing th t he as the on ho made me ro ew a w e w a s . G

DIVINE SHANTIDADA !DIVINE SHANTIDADA !DIVINE SHANTIDADA !

~ Nishtha Desai  

“I Choose not to mourn his absence but to honour his words...”“I Choose not to mourn his absence but to honour his words...”“I Choose not to mourn his absence but to honour his words...”

(Ms. Hallford, English 9H Period 2, San Francisco), 
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