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¥ | knowingthat he wasthe one who made me arose.

e | e Yasie atee 7 e
DIVINE SHANTIDADA ! 2tofust Bi2lototi 2N2a

N O‘—M ~ Nishtha Desai

(Ms. Hallford, English 9H, Period 2, San Francisco)

Inthe quiet corner of recollection's garden, where memories
bloom like fragrant roses, there lies a tale of a saint named
Shantidada, a soul whose name, with a radiant glow, whispered
peaceineverysyllable, like rosesin a row.

When four frames unite, it crafts a space where memories
ignite. Blossoms of remembrance take flight, with each of those
petals honoring Shantidada's light. Within this floral garden, he
becomes the nurturing soil from which the rose of my existence
grows. Fromthe moment|wasborn, he held the reins of my life,
my silent compass guiding me through life's toughest fights.

There lie unique pictures in the confines of my mind, where
each stroke, alesson learned, each shade, a transformation.

One framed picture stands out vividly-a scene where wisdom
blossomed in the innocence of childhood. At the age of three,
where every moment is a lesson waiting to be learned, |
encountered a truth, unaware of what it meant, yet it stayed
with me wherever | went.

It was a simple mishap, a spill of cold water, and frustration
surged within me like a tempest. Yet, at that moment,
Shantidada, with his gentle wisdom, reframed the situation.
he offered a different
perspective, "arefreshing experience onahotday," he called it.

Instead of succumbing to tears,

That day, / learned the power of positivity. / learned that this
positivity opens a world of possibilities for myself I learned that
there always lies an opportunity to find joy and renewal even
when things don't go my way. / learned that resilience resides in
the heart of hardships and that every challenge is but a stepping
stone toward growth and strength.

Shantidada may have left the physical realm, but his legacy
lives oninthe way | navigate the challenges of life.

The memories of him evoke a mixture of emotions. The ache
of loss is undeniable, but so is the warmth of gratitude for the
impact he had on my life.

As tears turn into pearls of remembrance, each one paying
tribute to Shantidada's teachings, his presence echoes in my
heart like a hopeful symphony. I've come to understand that
embracing positive energy allows me to perceive life's brighter
facets andtackle challenges with a determined mindset.

| choose not to mourn his absence but to honor his words,

“I Choose not to mourn his absence but to honour his words...”
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