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4 Ronak Vijay Thakkar (06.06.88-16.08.24) : The son of extremely devout aksharmukto, Pujya
Vijaybhai and Darshanaben Thakkar, concluded his journey of this lifetime at the young age of

|

36 years. As the great-grandson of the great Saint Param Pujya Shantaben Popat, the spiritual
legacy was his birth-right. He grew up under the umbrella of his devout grandparents, Pujya
Shantilal and Lalitaba, nurtured by his parents Pujya Darshanaben and Vijaybhai. He was
extremely intelligent, charismatic, witty and funny and also received the immense family

inheritance of kindness, compassion and generosity.

Recapitulating a cherished memory;, it takes me back many years to a conversation between ]
Guruhari Sahebdada and Ronak. It was about ten years ago in Mogri. Guruhari Sahebdada %
remarked, 'Ronak algari chhe.' It was extremely surprising to hear this, as this word is only used
to describe an elevated state of a Sadhu. The word algari means to live in the world but be internally detached from it. At
that time, Ronak was a dashing young man in his prime, living life to the fullest. However, Guruhari Sahebdada's words rang
true, for while he lived amidst everyone, he was also aloof from it.

During the same conversation with Guruhari Sahebdada in Mogri, Guruhari Sahebdada teased him and said, 'Ronak if you
don't get married, | will have to make you a Sadhu!' Dada slapped his hand and they laughed heartily. On another occasion,
Guruhari Sahebdada casually remarked, 'Ronak sadhu jevo chhe.' He was referring again to Ronak's inner state of being.

In 2020, Ronak and his younger brother Rahkesh both came to India with Pujya Vijaybhai and Darshanaben to attend the
Murti Pratishtha Mahotsav in Mogri. Although Ronak may not be seen at the mandir often, that is where his heart was. He
sent pictures and spoke to those closest to him about it. During the Mahayagna for the murti pratishtha, he sent
photographs to his cousin Pujya Rajshreeben in Dubai. He asked her to come and Pujya Rajshreeben came for a period of
twenty-four hours! Ronak connected her to Guruhari Sahebdada. After spiritually seeking for many years, her soul found its
source and she came home to Guruhari Sahebdada.

Ronak purposefully did everything that he wanted to in this lifetime. He arrived in Canada in August 2023 to attend the Murti
Pratishtha of Anoopam Mission's Toronto mandir. He spent some incredible quality time with Guruhari Sahebdada at Niagara
Falls. In the morning pooja, Guruhari Sahebdada spoke addressing Ronak directly and explained the importance of daily half an
hour dhun. He told Ronak that God will show you the way in everything. Ronak did half an hour dhun every single day.

On Friday the 16 August, it was the UK Mandir's patotsav. In the evening there were kirtans, and at the end Guruhari
Sahebji asked everyone to do dhun for Ronak. Collectively all bhakto chanted and here in Leicester too, the whole family
was watching online and this was playing live in Ronak's room — everyone was chanting at 10.10 pm. At exactly 10.22pm,
Pujya Ronak took his leave and returned to Akshardham. On his face was a smile, and an indescribable peace. Guruhari
Sahebji arrived at 1.00am from London, prayed and performed the rites. Guruhari Sahebji said, 'He is already in
Akshardham, seated with Maharaj.'

Ronak decided to take his leave in the month of Shraavan, which is the most sacred month of the Hindu calendar. It was
Pavitra ekadashi on that day and it was the patotsav of the murti's at our London mandir. There could not have been a more
auspicious date or time. The prarthana sabha that took place a few days later on Tuesday 20 August was an occasion filled
with divinity, in the divine presence of Guruhari Sahebdada - and that peacefulness continued to radiate out. Guruhari
Sahebiji's presence and blessings provided the calm strength of Pujya Vijaybhai, Darshanaben, Rahkesh and Janki and is
testament to the devotion they carry within, and the height of their devotional surrender to God's will. On Friday 23rd August,
Pujya Himat Swamiji, with Sadhu Pankajdasji and Pujya Maheshbhai carried out the final vidhi. It was befitting the great soul
that Ronak was. Filled with family and friends, with so many people flying in from all over the world — Ronak was celebrated.
The occasion was sad, but it was filled with light, after all, the word ronak means light, bright, luminous — it is everything that
Ronak was. 2
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